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The Stork 

Hebrew: hasidah, meaning 

"kindness," indicating the character 

of the bird, which is noted for its 

affection for its young.  
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Christian Culture  
Having the Right Mind Set by Krystal McPeters 
When I first started writing this article, I’ll admit that it seemed easy at first. 
Just reading the title, it sounds pretty obvious, right? Well, not exactly. For 
some of you, like me, this might have been the first thought to pop into 
your head: Christians should be a picture of Godliness, striving always to 
appear ‘put together’.  
Wrong! 

The concept of a ‘Christian culture’ has been so 
wrongly warped over the past few decades, and 
I’m not talking about unbelievers: I mean by 
Bible-believing Christians! We sometimes fall 
into the trap of believing that our Christianity is 
defined by our smile, our Instagram Scripture 
memes* and our mountain-top victories. After 
all, never ever should you bring any sort of 
spiritual struggle into the conversation unless it’s 
about someone else. 
 

Can I can be honest with you? It affected me too! And sometimes still does. 
Especially these last few months, I’ve been wrestling a lot with what a ‘good 
Christian’ is supposed to look like. I spent too long putting on my ‘good 
Christian’ act, convincing people that I was the good missionary, the one 
who was always smiling and never struggled with anything of actual depth: 
after all, that was (what I thought) the Christian community expected of 
me. 
This mindset could not have been more wrong! Nowhere in the Bible does 
God say that Christians are supposed to be perfect and never struggle with 
sin, because the truth is, believers and non-believers alike, we’re all sinners. 
When ‘climbing the mountain’ to Christ, we all fall short. That’s why Jesus 
came down from the mountain to walk with us since that is the only way we 
will ever make it to the top.  
Christian culture was never supposed to be about maintaining the perfect 
image, holding ourselves on a moral pedestal over everyone else. A  
 
Christian should be a picture of genuine love and devotion to God. When 
someone tries picturing Christian culture, they should automatically think 
of real people with a burning passion for Jesus Christ and a desire to share 
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it with the people around them: people who never glorify themselves and 
their goodness, but God and His goodness that surpasses human 
understanding. 
I challenge you to take a step back and look from the outside in. Just 
think: Is the culture I’ve built for myself really glorifying God, or is it really 
glorifying me? You might be surprised at the answer you come up with! I 
guess the challenge I’m really placing before you is to not only take a look 
at your culture, but if there are changes to be made, make them! Pursue 
God above all else and with all your heart, because that’s what Christian 
culture is really about! 
*A meme is an idea, behaviour, or style that spreads from person to person 
within a culture, often with the aim of conveying a particular phenomenon, 
theme, or meaning represented by the meme. Wikipedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the meme 

:https://io9.gizmodo.com/5978399/where-memes-really-come-from  

An excerpt follows: 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meme
https://io9.gizmodo.com/5978399/where-memes-really-come-from


4 
 

Dawkins and the ‘SELFISH MEME’ 
“Dawkins published The Selfish Gene in 1976. …He argued that individuals 

are driven by their "selfish" genes, which are programmed to survive at all 

costs. In this way, Dawkins shrank the Darwinian argument down to its 

constituent parts. Instead of focusing on survival of the species, he focused 

on the self-preserving individual. And the most basic unit of the individual 

was what Dawkins called "the fundamental unit of heredity," or the gene.  
 
 “Still, Dawkins wasn't discounting the influence of culture on this genetic 
affair. Even if we are ruled by genes, we are also guided by culture. And so, 
toward the end of his book, he takes a go at analysing culture the way he 
analysed individual selection. The most fundamental unit of cultural 
meaning, he called a "meme." Like a gene, a meme wants to spread and 
evolve, but it does so at a much faster rate than genes. An idea can mutate 
an entire culture in less than a generation — and indeed, as if to prove 
Dawkins's point, the idea of the meme has already done this in our 
lifetimes.”   

“ …A meme does not have to aid in human survival in order for it to 
replicate. A successful meme is copied from one brain to another, perhaps 
billions of times over thousands of years, for what Dawkins calls 
"psychological" reasons. …Memes compete for our attention and memory 
the way programmes compete for valuable time on computers… “Can a 
meme be selfish? Of course. Just look at the "god meme," opines Dawkins, 
which exists only to perpetuate itself — often by associating with 
complexes of other successful memes, like popular pieces of art, music, and 
architecture.”  
 
Comment: Maybe that’s why idolatry moves so quickly through a society. 
The god meme glues itself to our brains and hearts and before we know it 
we’ve found a new god to worship.  
 
There was one man who was not affected by the self-preservation meme. 
Philippians 2:11 “And being found in fashion as a man, he [Jesus] humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
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THE CALLES’ NEWS LETTER 
Jiron San Marin 142, San Jeronimo, Andahuaylas, 

Apurimac, Peru. E mail: isaiah_olga@hotmail.com 

 

7th April, 2018 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all your support praying and giving for our ministry here in the mountains of Peru.  
Our country started the year with scandalous news of corruption at all levels within the state 

organizations; from the Presidency of the Republic to the minor instances. This situation led to the 

resignation of the country's president and now we have a new president and new state ministers too.  

At San Jeronimo church the year started with the ceremony of placing the children of the Sunday school in 

their respective classes according to their ages and thus making a better teaching service. Also it was very 

good to have the training of church leaders regarding basic principles of hermeneutics and homiletics with 

the help of a biblical seminary teacher. 

Presbytery of Ebenezer This week for second time the church was the meeting place for the united 
Presbyterial worship for the ‘Day of the Minister’. 
“Serving God with my gifts and talents” from June 8 to 10 as part of the church's Thanksgiving program, we 
will follow the  theme on “serving God with my gifts and talents”, this with the purpose of encouraging 
people at church to get involved more and more in the church activities. 
Baptism and discipleship classes have not yet begun, although they are already programmed in the church 
plan for this year. 
Old People’s Refuge Thanks to God, since two months the residents of the refuge are more stable in their 
health, of course with some body ailments because of age; for they are over 75, the last three months it was 
not necessary to make any visits to the hospital. Julia's back pain has improved a lot after physical therapies. 
Since the beginning of April, there is a new helper (Mélani), she has come 
until December, we hope that she may remain.  
LeadershipTraining 

As the two-year program ended in December of 2017, this year we 

started with a new group of students in Andahuaylas, Grau and Inkawasi. 

There is a change this time, each course will be taught two days instead 

of one and thus focus more in depth on the topics. This means  to take 

fewer teaching sessions  in two years. 

Please pray for:     

 Safe travelling to Inkawasi and Grau and a good response from the churches sending their students. 

 The Discipleship and Baptism class at San Jeronimo Church. 

 Stable health of the residents. 
With warm greetings 

Isaias and Olga. 

mailto:isaiah_olga@hotmail.com
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The EMW run a total of 14 camps through school holidays each year. 
Some are full but you can choose from: 

Indoor Camps 

Camp 2 – 28 July-4 August, 13-15 years, Bryn-y-groes 
Boys: Full 
Girls: 4 spaces 

Camp 3 – 21-28 July, 16-18 years, Bryn-y-groes 
Boys: Plenty of spaces 
Girls: 9 spaces 

Camp 5 – 4-11 August, 15-18 years, Bryn-y-groes 
Boys: 7 spaces 
Girls: Plenty of spaces 

Camp 7 – 18-25 August, 14-16 years, Bryn-y-groes 
Boys: 2 spaces 
Girls: Plenty of spaces 

Outdoor Camps 

Camp 9 – 25 August-1 September, 14-18 years, Dyffryn Ardudwy 
Boys: 10 spaces 
Girls: Plenty of spaces 

EMW South Wales - office@emw.org.uk - 01656 655886 
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Our camps are for young people from all backgrounds and have a strong 
basis of Christian and Mission teaching. At camp we emphasise the central 
aspects of the Christian faith along with our ethos of good times, good 
teaching and good involvement. 

Camps 2018 will be in Cromer, Norfolk. If you would like any more 
information, a promotional pack, a church visit or to book a place , please 
get in touch with the office today. 

 

WEC Warrior Camp 

Warrior camp offers fun, adventure and something deeper for all those 
aged 9 to 13.  

Everything we do on Warrior camp is designed to help young people 
explore God and faith, whilst enjoying some first class fun. The camp has a 
unique blend of activities, teaching from the Bible, and focus on world 
mission. 

Dates & Fees 
Warrior Camp : £175 (incl. deposit) 

 Week A – 28th July – 4th August 2018 
 Week B – 4th – 11th August 2018 

  

Teen Camp : £195 (incl. deposit) 

 Week A – 28th July – 4th August 2018 
 Week B – 4th – 11th August 2018 

 Youth Office, WEC International, 
 Project House, Chester Road, Sandycroft, Deeside CH5 2QW  

https://www.weccamps.org/wp-content/uploads/IMG_20170810_130931.jpg
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Last Month’s  

‘Who Am I?’  

Anne Peters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pantymwyn Village Hall  

Church Diary 

Services11:30-12:15 

    Services, Prayer and Bible Study Dates 

    Prayer for Village @Dutton’s 

    Bible Study @ Christine Godfree’s 

    Tuesday 1st May   House Group Social 

    Sunday 6th   May   Kelvin 

    Sunday 13th   May   Kelvin 

    Tuesday 15th   May   Bible Study 

    Sunday 20th   May   James Mitton 

    Communion Service    at 10:30 to 11:00 

    Tuesday 23rd   May   Prayer for Village 

    Sunday 27th May John Richards 

    Tuesday 29th  May   Bible Study 
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The Kindness and Sagacity of the Stork Editor’s choice  

 

If you google ‘consider Bible’ you will find a long list of 

things God wants us to think about. It is surprising how many of them have 

to do with considering his creation. Ants in Proverbs, donkeys in Isiah, the 

heavens in the Psalms, flowers and ravens and fig trees in Luke as well as all 

his wonders in Job. 

Let’s think about the Stork from Jeremiah. Two species are found in 

Palestine, the white, that are dispersed in pairs over the whole country; and 

the black, that live in large flocks in marshy places. The Romans considered 

the stork and called it ‘pia avis’ or dutiful bird while in Hebrew it is called 

hasidah, meaning "kindness". By observation the character of the stork is 

confirmed and renowned for its affection for its young. One story tells of a 

fire in the house where a stork had built her nest. 

Because her chicks couldn’t escape the fire she refused 

to abandon her young, remained with them and died 

with them in the fire.  

There are tales of their kindness to the old birds, too; people who consider 

these things say that the younger storks sometimes carry the old ones on 

their wings when they have become tired with flying a long distance. As the 

psalmist says, ‘selah’. Stop and consider! 

Storks migrate to Palestine periodically (about the 22nd of March). 

Jeremiah alludes to this in chapter 8:7 .  

 “Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, 

 the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my 

 people do not know the requirements of the LORD.”  

At the appointed time Storks return with unerring sagacity to their old 

haunts, and re-occupy their old nests but the Lord’s people forget the love 

of the Lord and what he requires:  

 ‘Then they inquired, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 

 Jesus replied, “The work of God is this: to believe in the One he has 

 sent.’ John 6:29  

Selah! 



 

 

  
 
 

 

      Who’s Who and What’s on 
 

“Worshipping God, loving his people,  
 making and equipping disciples… 

locally and globally.” 

 
Pastor 
Rev. John Richards 

Assistant Pastor 
Rev. Ben Slatter 

Elders 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards 

Mr. Jonathan Wells  
 

Sunday Services 
Morning Service 10:30am 
Junior Church & Young Teens 10:30am 
Evening Service 6:00pm 

 
 

Deacons 
Mrs. Alison Bennett 

Mr. James Mitton 
Secretary: Mr. Allan Peters  

Treasurer: Mr. Kelvin Redmile 
Mr. Andrew Scarsbrook 
Mr. Jonathan Sherwood 

Other Secretaries 
Administration: Anne Peters  

Gift Aid: Mrs. Diane Turner  
Gift Aid: Mrs. Helen Wynn          

 

Weekly Activities 
Bible Study 14-18…………………………………….…………………………7:30 alternate Sundays 

Prayer Meetings ………………………………..9:30-10:00 Sundays; 7:30-8:00am Mondays 

Coffee Morning/Luncheon & Bible Courses (see notice sheet) ………………..Tuesdays 

Prayer Meeting (Alternating with Home Groups) …………………….. 7:30pm Tuesdays 

Deaf Church ……………………………………………………………………….. 7:30pm Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) …………………………………………………….… 9:45am Wednesdays 

Playcorner  (Term time) ………………………………………………………….. 9:45am Thursdays 

Y Gorlan  …………………………………………………………………………  3:30-5:00pm Thursdays 

Junior Covenanters age 7-10 (Term time) ………….……………………….. 6:15pm Fridays 

Covenanters age 11+ (Term time) …………………………………………….… 7:30pm Fridays 

 

Residential Home Services 
Contact: Mr Graham Wright 
1st Sunday  Lexham Green @2:30pm 
2nd Sunday  The Cottage @2:30pm 
3rd Sunday   Bryn Yr Haul @3:00pm 

Contact  
Tel: 01352 754 341  

Web: www.ebenezermold.co.uk 
 

Pantymwyn Contact 
Kelvin Redmile  01352 741 928 
Sundays at 11:30  village hall 


