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For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is 

given, and the 

government will be 

on his shoulders. 

And he will be 

called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of 

Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6 



CONTENTS 

 
 

PAGE 1 Christmas Lost and Found Column by J. Wells 

PAGE 3 Come to the Table my Friend by K. Redmile 

PAGE 6 WEC News Round Up  by Paul & Lynne Round 

PAGE 7  Birdwatching from a Christian Perspective by leesbird.com 

PAGE 9 Life As It Is (170) by Jules Noble 

PAGE 11 Answer to Prayer by Glynis Wilson   

PAGE 12 Christmas Quiz 

 
 
 
 

EDITOR     Olive Peters  
 

PROOF READER  Elaine Redmile 

 

REPRODUCTION  Ibeth Walls 

 
Pictures by Pixabay 
 

Contributions gratefully received at aando@tiscali.co.uk 
  



1 
 

Christmas Lost and Found Column by J. Wells 

 

What?  A Lost and Found column at the front of a magazine?  This 

must be serious, and it is.  We all know a feeling of panic when we 

can’t find something, even keys and glasses.  We get desperate when 

it is a dog, and even more desperate when a child.  The more 

important the thing or person is to us, the more we feel it. 

 

Item 1. Lost:  Jesus, Immanuel, God with us, missing from Christmas 

Last seen in British society over 25 years ago, though 

occasionally seen thereafter in Christian homes and churches.  

The rewards for finding him are enormous. 

 

The pace of loss of Jesus from Christmas is disturbing.  Xmas replaced 

Christmas a few decades ago.  Christmas greetings were replaced 

with seasons greetings years ago, and by now Christ’s name has been 

removed from all but a few “Christmas” cards.  Carols have been 

replaced with  songs about snow, chestnuts and Santa Claus.  If you 

ask friends what Christmas means to them they will probably refer to 

family, friends, presents food and drink.  The good news of Christmas 

has been replaced by a very expensive party season.  

 

Let’s wake up, and restore Jesus to his rightful place at the heart of 

our Christmas.  Jesus, Immanuel, God with us, is the whole reason for 

the festival of Christmas that bears his name.  God loved the world 

so much that he sent his only Son, born in Bethlehem to the Virgin 

Mary, to bring life, hope and joy to a world living in darkness.  

 

We can’t change what’s on TV.  We can’t change the mentality of our 

society as a whole, but we can put Jesus at the heart of our own 

Christmas.  Make him the centre of our thoughts.  Sing of Him. Pray 
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in His name.  Worship him.  And we have good news for Mold and 

this area too - let’s send cards containing Christian verses or 

greetings,  sing carols that speak of Jesus, and invite friends to our 

carol services.   

 

 

 

 

Item 2.  Lost:  Are You?  

 

Jesus went to the home of a 

man called Zacchaeus.  He was a normal-ish sort of man, apart from 

being a bit shorter and a lot richer than most.  Zacchaeus was 

probably pretty contented with his wealthy lifestyle, and partied with 

his friends.  However, when Jesus came along he realised the futility 

of his wealth and all that he previously treasured.  He demonstrated 

that he now had a new Lord, Jesus, by giving away what he 

previously valued.  Jesus, using Zacchaeus as an example said “The 

Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost”.  Did Zacchaeus 

feel lost before Jesus came?  Probably not.  But once Jesus gave him 

life, he knew he was really alive.  Jesus words tell us that our natural 

state is “Lost”.  We are only “Found” when we do what Zacchaeus 

did, and welcome Jesus, confess our failings, accept his forgiveness, 

and turn to follow him. 

 

So, as we approach Christmas 2018, the biggest question we need to 

ask is not about turkeys and tinsel.  Rather it is a simple question:  “Is 

Jesus my Lord?”  If “no” we are lost.  If “yes” we are found.    Seek 

Jesus and his glory this Christmas.  As a well known poster says:  

“Wise Men Still Seek Jesus! 
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Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners? (Matthew 

9:11) 

“Come to the table, My Friend” 

By Kelvin Redmile 

 

Last month, we saw how the Father welcomed both his wayward sons to 

his table as shown in the Parable of the prodigal son. Now we look at a 

real event.  The leading religious figures of the day (the Pharisees) asked 

Jesus’s disciples why their teacher eats with tax collectors and sinners. 

Tax collectors were crooks who robbed the vulnerable. “Sinners” – what 

were they? 

When we read this account, we default to our own current 

understanding of what constitutes a sinner. When the Pharisees referred 

to “sinners”, their mindset of who was a sinner was different from ours. 

The Pharisees’ definition of a sinner was, “someone who did not go to 

the temple AND complete the necessary rituals in order to be forgiven 

and cleansed.” (The sacrifices and rituals detailed in Leviticus had been 

added to by he religious leaders of the day.) 

A sinner fell into one the following groups: 

A) A person who didn’t want to go to the Temple 

B) A person who was excluded from going into the inner court of the 

Temple for forgiveness and cleansing. 

C) A person who could not afford to go into the inner court of the 

temple for forgiveness and cleansing. 

Group B (a big group) 

People with a physical, mental or sexual disability were excluded. The 

blind were excluded, as were the deaf, the mute, the lame, the maimed, 

the leper, the eunuch. People were excluded if they were not Jews, even 

if they were God fearers.  The pharisees took the letter of their Law, 

applied without mercy and justice and added further manmade 

restrictions - all with the result of excluding needy people rather than 

including them.   
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Group C (another big group) 

A mix of Roman Taxes, corruption of the tax collectors and the 

exaggerated Temple tax system built up over the years resulted in a sad 

reality.  This reality was that many God-believing people who wanted to 

go to the temple to be cleansed, forgiven and reconciled with their God, 

just plain couldn’t afford to go. As such, the Pharisees called them 

“sinners”.  

No wonder Jesus was angry when he went into the temple which was 

supposed to be the place of prayer, worship, cleansing and forgiveness. 

There he found a group of corrupt money changers making a mint from 

exchanging currency into the required currency for the temple tax! Can’t 

you just feel Jesus’s anger, as so many were already being excluded from 

going to the temple, and for those who could get there, they are being 

ripped off.!!? “You have made it a den of thieves and this is MY Father’s 

house.” (Matt 32:13) 

And so, Jesus eats with sinners. Sinners are at his table; they are his 

friends. Within 70 years the temple system would be no more, and it 

started when Jesus took the temple to the dining table and ate with 

sinners – the ones who were excluded. 

“I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 

5:32) 

The righteous were those who could get to the temple. The sinners were 

the one who couldn’t. You don’t need the temple any more for the place 

of forgiveness and cleansing – it’s here with Jesus, here at the table. 

“It’s the not the healthy that need a doctor it’s the sick” (Mark 2:17) 

The blind, the lame, the ill, the unclean and 

impure; those who were excluded from going to 

the temple to worship God are now included at 

the table because the Doctor is in the house.  

“The great Physician now is here, the 

sympathizing Jesus.” 
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Come to the table, my friends. All can be included. Yes, all!  Jesus even 

dined with the Pharisees and taught them what the Kingdom of God 

really looked like. 

The invitation to God’s Banquet of love and 

reconciliation has gone out. Everyone has it in 

their hand and it’s written on their hearts. The 

only ones who are excluded are the ones who 

exclude themselves and reject Jesus, the friend 

of sinners. 

Come to the table and see in His eyes 
The love that the Father has spoken 
And know you are welcome, whatever your crime 
For every commandment you've broken 
For He's come to love you and not to condemn 
And He offers a pardon of peace 
If you'll come to the table, you'll feel in your heart 
The greatest forgiveness, the greatest release 
 

Songwriters: MICHAEL J. CARD, NILES ILES BOROP © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC,Peermusic 

Publishing, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. For non-commercial use only. 
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The very purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was 

that He might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins 

of men. He came to die. This is the heart of Christmas. 

~Rev. Billy Graham 
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Birdwatching from a Christian Perspective 

 

Micah prophesied in Micah 5:2: 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though thou be little among the thousands 

of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 

Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

 

“This mention of the manger is the basis for the traditional belief that Jesus 

was born in a stable. Stables were often caves with feeding troughs 

(mangers) carved into the rock walls. Despite popular Christmas card 

pictures, the surroundings were dark and dirty. This was not the 

atmosphere the Jews expected as the birthplace of the Messiah-King. They 

thought their promised Messiah would be born in royal surroundings. We 

should not limit God by our expectations. He is at work wherever he is 

needed in our sin-darkened and dirty world.” (Life Application Study Bible) 

 

All of the above was to set the location for the manger and why in my 

imagination, I believe birds would have been around the manger. There are 

no verses in the Bible to show there were birds there, nor are there any to 

show that lambs, cows, or horse were there either, as depicted in our 

Christmas scenes. So, here is what birds I think may have been there at 

Jesus’ birth. 

 

 Doves – “You who dwell in Moab, Leave the cities and dwell in 

the rock, And be like the dove which makes her nest In the sides 

of the cave’s mouth.” (Jeremiah 48:28 NKJV) 

 

Turtledoves – The flowers appear on the earth; The time of 

singing has come, And the voice of the turtledove Is heard in 

our land.” (Song of Solomon 2:12 NKJV) 

 

Sparrows and Swallows- “How lovely is Your tabernacle, O 

LORD of hosts!  My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts 
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of the LORD; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the 

sparrow has found a home, And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she 

may lay her young— Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my 

God.” (Psalms 84:1-3 NKJV) If they wanted to be at the altars or house of 

God, then surely, they wanted to be near their Creator. 

 

Chickens and Roosters – “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the 

prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, but you were not willing! (Matthew 

23:37 NKJV) and Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to 

you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will 

deny Me three times.” (Matthew 26:34 NKJV) Cave or 

Stable, there had to be Chickens, Hens, and Roosters.  

 

Ravens – Who provides food for the raven, When its 

young ones cry to God, And wander about for lack of 

food? (Job 38:41 NKJV) They wanted to be near the One 

who has been feeding them. 

 

I would think, in my “sanctified imagination,” that since the Lord created 

everything, birds included, that they might have been eager to see their 

Creator. Many humans failed to recognize Him while He was on earth, but I 

think the critters knew who He was. For example, the un-ridden donkey the 

Lord rode on. There is no report of it trying to buck or misbehave. It knew! 

 

There are more kinds of birds that might have been there, but I will leave 

those to your imagination. Have a Merry Christmas as you consider the true 

meaning of the Lord’s birth.  

 

https://leesbird.com/2009/12/25/bob-at-the-manger/ 
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Hi from Oruro 
 
Life as it is...(170) 
The Quechua Sunday School class was invited to go to Socomani and 
celebrate Hermano C’s wife’s birthday.  We set off in three cars – the first 
detouring to buy a cake and Coca-Cola en 
route – and drove out to the end of the 
city. The A family live on the eastern edge 
of Socamani which is a large area including 
the airport and the yet-to-open, new 
prison at its western end. The eastern end 
is still very rural with unmade roads, 
widely spaced houses without perimeter walls, a few trees and sheep. The 
part of Socamani they live in is called Santa Cecilia – the patron saint of 
musicians – and Evo is financing the building of a large covered sports arena 
there for musicians. 
 
We spent a couple of hours with the family sharing from the Quechua Bible, 
singing from the Quechua hymnbook and eating a delicious plate of lamb, 
rice, potato and homemade chuño and the cake. I think someone switched 
my plate when I was handing out serviettes and drinks as I ended up with a 
huge piece of lamb. Estimates of Doña E’s age ranged from 73 to 82 but 
however old, she was in better health than when we visited earlier in the 
year. Hermano C is 89.  
 
On Thursday lunchtime I read a Facebook post from the daughter saying 
her Mum had died that morning. One of the Quechua class teachers and I 
popped out to the wake in the afternoon. When we arrived there was a 
small blue jeep just to the left of where we parked with a red tow rope 
running to a tree. At first I thought the people gathered around were trying 
to fell the tree but closer up I could see that there was a whole cow hanging 
in the tree from the other end of the rope, recently skinned and about to 
be butchered.  
 
There weren’t many people at the wake but we placed a floral arrangement 
from the church and prayed. A niece asked us to join her in singing so the 
three of us sang for a while from the Quechua hymnbook. When we 
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finished one of the mourners congratulated the niece on her fine – high-
pitched Quechua - voice and me on my pronunciation. We were given coca-
cola and tostado while the non-evangelical mourners chewed coca leaves, 
drank beer and smoked cigarettes. The Quechua class teacher spoke about 
our hope in Christ and then we sang again. 
 
On returning to the car we found the butchering of the cow complete and 
one of the many dogs and a small black puppy slinking around looking for 
scraps. Vast quantities of peeled potatoes were in huge pans spread around 
the open space ready to feed the mourners who would come later. 
 
The following day a group of us headed out to the funeral. C and E had 
twelve children. Of the seven survivors, one lives in Spain but the other six 
were present. We sang and shared and ate picante de pollo for lunch. I 
shared a plate with the pastor’s young daughter – they would have given 
her one all to herself but then I would have had to finish what she left as 
well as my plate.  
 
After lunch the pastor spoke and then everyone lined up outside with the 
floral arrangements and the coffin was carried between the lines of flowers 
to the car. We joined the line of around forty vehicles which crawled across 
the dirt, back road to the Sepulturas cemetery. The family had given land to 
build a school and many people turned out to support them.  
 
Inside the cemetery we sang again and there was a short reflection. The 
family said their goodbyes and the coffin was carried to the edge of the 
cemetery where a grave had been dug.  We sang some more Quechua and 
Spanish songs while the earth was piled in, placed our flowers and then 
joined the long queue at the cemetery gate to speak to 
the family. After offering condolence to each family 
member we were handed more tostado and sweets, a 
takeaway portion of mote de haba and beef, a peanut 
drink and a bottle of coca-cola to take away with us.  
 
Jules 
31st October 2018   
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God Answers A Little Girl’s Prayers by Glynis Wilson  

 

When I was aged 11, my parents and two sisters and three brothers were 

all saved on the same evening in September 1959. We would go to the 

morning service at Bethesda Church in Bebington on the Wirral.  

After our lunch we would walk the two and a half miles back to Bebington, 

always visiting our grandparents before the evening service. 

In December that year my Grandfather asked my parents if they would buy 

a raffle ticket in aid of their pensioner’s club. My Mother said to him, “Good 

heavens, we are Christians and we don’t gamble!” 

My Grandfather favoured me probably because of my poor health as a 

child. I asked Grandad what the first prize was. He said it was a turkey. My 

father was injured in the Second World War and didn’t manage to get much 

work. 

My Grandad said he would buy a ticket for me. I put my ticket under my 

pillow and prayed every night that I would win the turkey for our Christmas 

dinner. 

The weekend soon arrived for the Christmas draw. I was so 

excited when Sunday arrived. I could not concentrate on 

the morning service, just longing to see my Grandad with 

my prize. 

When we arrived at my grandparent’s house everything changed. Grandad 

said he was so sorry that I hadn’t won the turkey or any of the other prizes 

either. We left their house an hour and a half later to make our way to the 

evening service. I remember it well. I was so angry with God and told him 

he was not real, only a person in a story book. Although I still prayed each 

night it was only to say, “If you are real why didn’t you let me win the 

turkey? Dad has no work so we won’t have much of a Christmas this year.” 

On Sunday 20th December, we were met at the church door by the minister 

Archie Balton. He gave my siblings and me the usual Barker and Dobson 

sweet then asked Mum if he could speak to her after the service. 
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Christmas quiz  

 

Mum was a little puzzled. What would he want to talk to her about? Service 

over and most people had gone home, Mr. Balton told Mum that he had 

been given five turkeys for needy families. He knew Dad had no work so he 

considered our family for one of the turkeys.  

That night while in bed I prayed to God saying that I was so sorry for not 

believing in him. And ‘thank you for our turkey’! 

It was years later when I fully realised that God does answer prayers but 

not in the way or at the time we would expect. If we truly need things the 

Lord will always provide for us. 

 

       1. Joseph was originally from... (Luke 2:3)  
           A. Bethlehem 
           B. Nazareth C. Hebron D. Jerusalem  
           E. None of the above 
2. What does the Bible say that the innkeeper said to Mary and Joseph? 
(Luke 2:7) 
    A. “There is no room in the inn.” 
    B. “I have a stable you can use.” 
    C. “Come back later and I should have some vacancies.”  
    D. Both A and B 
    E. None of the above 

 
3. What is a heavenly host? 
    A. The angel at the gate of heaven 
    B. The angel who serves refreshments in heaven 
    C. An angel choir 
    D. An angel army 
    E. None of the above 
 
4. There was snow that first Christmas...     

 
A. Only in Bethlehem    

B. All over Israel 

C. Nowhere in Israel 

D. Somewhere in Israel 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:7


4. D. A trick question. There is always snow on Mt. Hermon.  

5. B. Read Matthew 2:11 When the Shepherds found Jesus (Luke 2), he was a 
“babe” in a manger. The Greek word used in Luke 2 is for a “new-born baby”. 
However, by the time the Magi appeared, Jesus had been moved from the 
manger to a house (verse 11) and the Greek word used in Matthew is for 
“toddler or young child”. He was probably somewhere between 12-24 
months old.  

6. G. Isn’t it amazing how God divinely inspired these two gospel writers to write 

His exact words, but he used their interests and professions to recall different 

aspects of Jesus’ birth. Matthew, a tax collector, records the genealogy of Jesus 

(used for taxation) and the “magi” - men of means from a foreign country. Luke, a 

physician, records the pregnancy and birth. 

 

1. A. He worked and lived in 
Nazareth, but he was returning to 
Bethlehem - “his own city” 
(See Luke 2:3). 

2. E (See Luke 2:7). The Bible doesn’t 

even mention an “innkeeper” because 

the “inn” was probably more like a 

guest room in a house. 

3. D. The word means “army” - literally thousands. Now, since there was a 
“multitude” of the heavenly army” (hosts), there could easily have been from 
10,000 - 100,000 angels there that night! No wonder the shepherd were “sore 
afraid"!  

5. When the wise men found Jesus he was...  

 A. A babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 

 B. A young child 

 C. A boy in the temple 

 D. A grown man  

 

6. Where can we find the Christmas story?  

    A. Matthew 

 B. Mark 

 C. LukE 

 D. John 

 E. All of the above 

 F. Only A and B 

 G. Only A and C 

 H. Only A, B and C   

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+2:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:7


Make a Christmas Cube 

Cut out around the 

outside of the shape. Fold 

along the lines and glue 

the tabs to make a cube. 

Test your knowledge of 

the Christmas story with a 

friend by rolling the cube 

and tell the part of the 

story that comes up on 

top.  

God it’s not much but ... 

But it’s all I 

have 
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